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Abstract 

Peace is essential ingredient of development and stretched its existence from all ages, the ages 

of old stone, middle to the present. Invariably, peace is paramount and indispensible. This 

paper examines Peace Education: A Panacea for Conflict Resolution in Nigeria. The paper 

looks at conceptual framework of peace, education and conflict resolution, theoretical 

framework, Peace Education: A Veritable tool for Conflict Resolution in Nigeria, Conclusion 

and some suggestions to include   Fighting, cultism, smoking, quarrelling etc. are vices that 

should be stopped in schools, students should be discouraged from watching war and 

pornographic films, reading or involving in conflict raising issues, school managers should 

endeavor to promote peace education in schools for peaceful coexistence and maximum 

security, policy makers should not only plan for peace education in schools but provide 

adequate supervision for implementation, human rights law should be enforced to curb 

barbaric actions, team work, cooperative studies, birthday celebrations, sports activities, good 

social clubs, picnics and activities that encourage friendliness should be established in 

schools. teacher education programme needs to be incorporated with courses in peace 

education to enable teachers to be conversant with peace culture and Guidance and counseling 

should be practiced in schools to prevent excesses of students. 
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Introduction 

Peace is essential ingredient of development and stretched its existence from all ages, the ages 

of old stone, middle to the present. Invariably, peace is paramount and indispensible. And it cannot 

achieve its desirable ends if not processed by veritable agents. Remarkably too, the traditional domain 

of peace is society, having commendatory wet-net, attractive to even those that may oppose its 

functionality, the essence being to build peaceful, united and strong relational bond. Convincingly, the 

wheels of peace are education, involving socialization. Expediently, there is nothing to substitute 

peace with, and peace herald’s socio-economic development of a society. To lay these facts bare, 

Olawepo in Ogundele, Musa & Jimba (2015) argued that, for peaceful nationhood, there must be 

peace at home, when every home is peaceful, there will be peace in the town. When towns are 

peaceful, there will be peace in the Local Government Areas; and when Local Government Areas are 

peaceful, the States will have peace and when every State is peaceful, such a country will also be 

peaceful and when every country is peaceful, there will be global peace. 

Education is the bedrock of socioeconomic and political development of any nation. 

Developed countries like China, Japan, Russia and United States of America among others have 

achieved various breakthroughs due to their commitment to ensuring a functional system in their 

countries. All of these nations have been able to overcome several developmental challenges like 

poverty, unemployment, ignorance which are harmful to human existence and whose presence could 

lead to other social vices like; insecurity, crisis, conflicts and wars among other social ills. 
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One of the enduring legacies that any society can give to its younger generation is education (whether 

is formal or informal). It is a means by which the norms and values of a given society are transmitted 

to its younger ones (Eunice and Zita, 2013 and Ajadi, 2012). 

 

Conceptual Clarifications Peace 

Peace is expression of love, co-operation, unity and harmonious co-existence. It is absence of 

war, injustice, violence, greed and bad governance. Peace as seen by Azad,  Crawford & Kaila, 

(2018), Ekpiwre & Aliyu (2014) and Kaitholil (2009) means tranquility, a state of undisturbed, well-

being of daily experience, one‘s brother/sister, and ones God. Peace is security, self-assurance, 

freedom from fear and undue restraint. It is one of the deepest desires of every person and basic 

yearning of human race. Herbert in Kaitholil (2009) testified that peace is not made at the council 

tables, or by treaties, but in the hearts of men‖. This is because peace involves calm conscientious 

decision.  

Foremost, peace like development must start somewhere. It then means peace must be 

ubiquitous. However, its realization is not axiomatic; something must be done deliberately to achieve 

it. Thus, its corollary education is needed to propel achievement of peace. How? Education is 

foundational to socialization and socialization is a critical variable in conscientization of the citizenry 

toward goal achievement peaceful society. In pursuing peace enterprise, knowledge forms that can 

unbundle sentiments, conflicts, tension and frustrating circumstances must be advocated for, hence 

Obisike & Nwauzi (2019), Olusegun (2014) and Ikechukwu (2014) identified peace education as a 

process of promoting the knowledge, skills, attitudes and values needed to bring about behavioral 

changes that would enable children, youth and adults to prevent conflict and violence, both overt and 

structural to resolve conflict peacefully and to create the conditions conducive for peace. Other 

scholars opined that peace education as a deliberate attempt to educate children and adults in the 

dynamics of conflict and the promotion of peace making skills in homes, schools and communities 

throughout the world, using all the channels and instrument of socialization. She further opined that 

peace education is about the creation, sustenance and management of positive attitudes to peace 

among and between different levels and segments of the society. Peace is the expression of love, 

cooperation, unity and harmonious co-existence. It is the absence of war, injustice, violence, greed 

and bad governance. Peace education will enable students to adopt a positive attitude regarding the 

different issues they face in life and help develop skills necessary for peaceful resolution of conflicts. 

Peace education is important for cultivating the culture of peace. Peace education can be taught 

formally or informally through media, workshops, conference, adult literacy programmes and family 

education (Ajagun, 2019) Learning Peace, 2006) and Miall, 2006). 

 

Concept of Education 

Education has been used and will continue to be utilized as a tool for sustainable development 

and security by various countries of the world, be it indigenous or modern. According to Akinyem 

(2013), Naboth  (2012) and Porath (2003)  education determines sustainable security of a nation. The 

benefit of investing in education to every society is all encompassing. They further went to state that, 

investing in education benefits society and world as a whole, that broad-based education of good 

quality is among the most powerful instruments known to reduce poverty and equality. With proven 

benefit for personal health, it also strengthens nation’s economic health by laying growth for 

individual and nations. It is to key to creating, applying and spreading knowledge and thus to the 

development of a dynamic globally competitive security development. 

Education is the bedrock of socioeconomic and political development of any nation. 

Developed countries like China, Japan, Russia and United States of America among others have 

achieved various breakthroughs due to their commitment to ensuring a functional system in their 

countries. All of these nations have been able to overcome several developmental challenges like 
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poverty, unemployment, ignorance which are harmful to human existence and whose presence could 

lead to other social vices like; insecurity, crisis, conflicts and wars among other social ills. One of the 

enduring legacies that any society can give to its younger generation is education (whether is formal 

or informal) (Dimkpa, 2014) Asamonye,  Osuagwu & Kalu, 2014)  and Adeleke, 2010). 

 

Conflict Resolution 

The definition conflict like peace is also contentious. However, most scholars are of the 

opinion that conflict usually reflects a class of interest or goal between parties, which may be 

individuals or group of individuals, or ethnic groups or states. Conflict according to most scholars 

occurs “when two or more people engage in a struggle over values and claims to status, power and 

resources in which the aims of the opponents are to neutralize, injure or eliminate their rival.  

He further explained that conflict emerges whenever one party perceives that one or more 

goals or purposes or means of achieving a good or preference is being threatened or hindered by the 

activities of one or more parties.” Put together, in conflict parties perceive or treat each other as a 

stumbling block that results in frustrating the other in attaining a set of goals, or even furthering one’s 

interest through their attitudes, behaviors or actions (Ali, 2018 and Beetseh, & Akpoo, 2014)). 

Generally, the conflict has been considered an obstacle to progress, political stability, economic 

prosperity and overall socio-economic development of any society because of its destructive impact. 

This therefore means that conflict must be timely averted or managed properly as failure to do so will 

reflect a determined action or struggle over a goal, which may be overt or subtle; manifest or 

imaginary. 

 

Theoretical framework 
This paper has built it theoretical framework on Constructivist Learning Theory. The 

Constructivist Learning Theory provides a sound theoretical framework for this study. The theory 

explains how learners construct individually or socially constructed meanings in the process of 

learning (Hein, 1991). In other words, learners construct knowledge through their interaction or 

exposure to learning situations in the world around them including their families, friends, media and 

libraries. This enriches and expands the knowledge base of learners as knowledge is acquired through 

every act of social interaction. Constructivist learning theory is associated with behavioral and 

cognitive theorists such as Lev Vygotsky, Jean Piaget, John Dewey and Jerome Bruner (Lutz & Huitt, 

2004). 

The constructivist learning theory has broad applications, especially in the education field. 

For example, Semerci & Batdi (2015: 176) applied the constructive learning theory in a 

comprehensive meta-analysis and concluded that the application of constructivist learning theory 

influenced learners‟ positive academic achievement, retention level and attitude scores. Kenny & 

Wirth (2009: 36) also stated that interactive teaching and learning methods such as role play and 

interviews greatly influence constructivism, creating a non-threatening situation relevant for academic 

success. This study adopted the constructivist learning theory to investigate the relationship between 

the uses of the school library resources and teaching and learning in the basic schools; which is the 

aim of the study. From a constructivist perspective, (European Commission/EACEA/Eurydice, 2019).  

 

Peace Education: A Veritable tool for Conflict Resolution in Nigeria 

Peace education and peace culture are essential in school because Nigerian society is 

sometimes  

infested with treats of violence. Teachers as surrogate parent promote peaceful coexistence among 

students by resolving conflicts justly in the class. Mutual respect, tolerance and observance of child‘s 

rights help to create love, happiness and conducive atmosphere for teaching and learning. Children 

learn peace culture through discipline, avoiding aggressive tendencies and developing team spirit 
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through academic activities in schools. Peace education helps to create democratic leadership in the 

class, order, gender equality and healthy interactions. Peace education and peace culture are global 

targets capable of achieving quality economic output, good technological and social development. 

Therefore, inculcating peace culture in students is the root of quality human resources, civilization 

and peaceful coexistence. Thus, every available space in human culture, societal agents should:  

Create desirable society: Successful school education engenders critical spirit required in judging 

issues impartially and objectivity (Daku,  Omaji  & Erasmus, 2020 and Abida, 2013).  

The gullible acceptance of facts positions or views is resisted. It means citizens are not 

passive; rather they contribute in seeing the points themselves.  Create interactive and better learning  

environment: Peace like traits in society require interactive learning to thrive; that is teachers, learners 

and members of the educational community deliberately engaging each other positively in joint 

cooperation in all teaching learning activities. Where disagreements arise, the critical spirit will sort 

multiple alternatives that can be explored.  Inculcate open mindedness: In peace  

education process, participants should/can be disposed to developing capacity for open mindedness 

points of decision is driven by an individual‘s judgment. The relevance of education to an individual, 

the family, the society and the world usually manifests itself in the total eradication or reduction in the 

rate of crimes such as inner-tribal/religious disunity within the country, militancy, occultism in 

schools, theft, political crisis, rape and killings. Others include hatred, prejudice, pride and murder to 

what peace education is capable of replacing with love, patience, tolerance, dialogue and 

understanding. These foster the peace and unity (Obisike & Nwauzi, 2019), Olusegun, 2014) and Bar-

Tal, & Rosen, 2009). 

From the fore going, peace education has been presented as one of the most powerful tools we 

can implement peace initiatives in a holistic efforts to promoting democracy and peace. A cursory, a 

look at the following top 10 ways education parameters, would further enhance our understanding of 

the germane role of education (Ajagun,  2019) Learning Peace, 2006) and Miall, 2006): 

(i) Peace education Boosts Confidence and Hope: Confucius said it as far back as 500 B.C.: that 

education breeds confidence. Confidence breeds hope and hope breeds peace.‖ Confidence has been 

defined as the belief that you can succeed at something and a sense of self-assuredness. Knowledge is 

a key confidence builder; it allows one to feel a sense of accomplishment, to be more fearless, and to 

grow in unexpected ways. This confidence and self assuredness in turn sparks motivation and 

optimism or hope as Confucius says to work towards peace. (ii) Peace education Promotes 

Independent Thinking: Education encourages independent thinking, and it opens doors to new ideas. 

Independent thinkers tend to try to make sense of the world and draw their own conclusions instead of 

blindly following the beliefs of others. Independent thinkers may be less likely to join militant groups 

or be followers, and may instead be leaders towards positive change and action.  

(iii) Peace education Inspires Problem Solving Skills: Along with math skills that are learned 

in classrooms, students are often challenged to use logical thinking in order to analyze different pieces 

of literature, the significance of historical events, and scientific findings. Coupled with independent 

thinking, these critical thinking skills can lead to innovative solutions and alternatives to violence.  

(iv) Peace education Builds Communication Skills: In the classroom, students are often asked 

to speak or read in front of others, offer opinions, and break into small groups to work on projects 

together. This is how communication skills are honed, and communication is the key to solving 

conflict. Through quality education, students may be armed with the tools to work within their 

communities to solve problems, or to do so on a global scale.  

(v) Peace education Opens Doors: There‘s no doubt that education for peace leads to career 

enhancement, employment opportunities, and chances of higher earnings. What was once out of reach 

for girls in the remote villages we work with say becoming a doctor or a lawyer are now possibilities. 

And with these careers in place, many come back to work within their communities and support their 

families, often promoting peace.  
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(vi) Peace education Reduces Poverty: Imagine always being uncomfortable, malnourished, and 

fearful, not knowing where your next meal will come from if it comes at all. This fear can often lead 

to anger, and anger to violence. Education, especially when it‘s combined with technical training, has 

been proven to reduce poverty. This is one driving force behind education for peace. 

 With education comes knowledge, power, safety, security, and peace. One study by UNESCO found 

that income around the world would be 23 percent higher per capita in countries with education for 

all. If poverty were reduced, violence would follow suit.  

(vii) Peace education Increases Political Involvement: Educated citizens are less likely to 

stand for government corruption and can spur more government accountability. For women, education 

can even the playing field, and they are more likely to participate in political discussions, town 

meetings, and decision making, therefore leading to a government that represents its citizens more 

equally. Because educated women are less likely to support terrorism they can promote alternatives 

through politics.  

(viii) Peace education Reduces Support of Terrorism and Militancy: According to a 

University of Maryland School of Public Policy survey, uneducated women are more likely to support  

militancy and terrorism, and educated women are less likely than their educated male peers to support 

this way of life. And if a woman doesn‘t support it, perhaps she can talk her husband into not 

supporting it, and then her kids, other family members, and other members of her community.  

(ix) Peace education Builds Empathy and Tolerance: The Human Rights conventions declare: 

Education must prepare a child for responsible life and effective participation in a free society  

in a spirit of understanding, peace, tolerance, equality of sexes and friendships among all peoples, 

ethnic, national and religious groups and persons of indigenous origin.‖  

Therefore with quality education, a child can learn the quality of empathy and understanding towards 

those who are different from them. And they may be more accepting of others and less likely to solve 

problems with violence.  

 (x) Peace education Cultivates Respect: In the classroom, students learn to respect their 

teachers and their peers. They are taught to let others speak and express opinions, not to interrupt, 

how to deal with stress, and how to conduct themselves within a group setting. Perhaps this learned 

respect for other humans can be practiced on a global scale, where there‘s a respect for each and every 

life, not just those who share the same religious beliefs and backgrounds (Paul  Obidike, Kalu  Uma 

&Aniagolu, 2016). 

 

Conclusion  

In conclusion, most factors militating against democracy and peace in Nigeria can be addressed and 

minimized through well thought out and implementable curriculum. It should be noted that most 

societal reforms, particularly in civilized and developed societies are done through well articulated, 

well implemented curricula. The inculcation of values and skill that promote peace and non-violence 

attitude should start very early in life. It is at this stage of human development that the human mind is 

most receptive to information. Knowledge, skills, values and attitude acquired very early in life tend 

to remain with the individual throughout life. The curricula that would promote sustainable peace 

should reflect our traditional values for peaceful coexistence. The pedagogical techniques entrenched 

in the curricula developed by the NERDC allows active participation by learners, encourages freedom 

of expression and the development of team spirit through group learning strategies 

 

Suggestions 

 Based on the deliberations, the paper suggested the following: 

1. Fighting, cultism, smoking, quarrelling etc. are vices that should be stopped in schools. 

2. Students should be discouraged from watching war and pornographic films, 

reading or involving in conflict raising issues. 
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3. School managers should endeavor to promote peace education in schools for peaceful 

coexistence and maximum security. 

4. Policy makers should not only plan for peace education in schools but provide adequate 

supervision for implementation. 

5. Human rights law should be enforced to curb barbaric actions. 

6. Team work, cooperative studies, birthday celebrations, sports activities, good social 

clubs, picnics and activities that encourage friendliness should be established in schools. 

7. Teacher education programme needs to be incorporated with courses in peace education 

to enable teachers to be conversant with peace culture. 

8. Guidance and counseling should be practiced in schools to prevent excesses of students. 

9.  

References 

 

Abida, B. (2013). The Concept and Perception of Peace Education. in Gilgit Batista Pakistan: A 

Comparative Case Study. Retrieved on the 6th August, 2019 from 

http://www.review.upeace.org/index.cfm?opcion=0&ejemplar=24&entrada=127 

 

Adeleke, C.V.C. (2010). Issues on Historical Foundations of Nigerian Education System. Owerri: 

Corporate Impressions. 

 

Ajadi, T.O.(2012). Private universities in Nigeria: The challenges ahead. American Journal of 

Scientific Research. Issue 7, Pp.15-24. 

 

Ajagun, G (2019) Promoting Sustainable Peace through Education. BSUJEM  1 (2), Pp.203-207 

 

Akinyem, O.J. (2013). ‘Peace Education In Nigeria: The Way To Educate The Future Generations,’ 

Retrieved on December 

 

Ali, I A (2018) Peace and Conflict Resolution in Nigeria: an Imperative Tool for Countering Violent 

Extremism. A paper presented at Nigerian Political Science Association (NPSA) North East 

Zone Federal University, Kashere, April 24th-27th, 2018 

 

Asamonye, C. C., Osuagwu, L. & Kalu, R. E. (2014). Peace Education and Economic Development of 

African States: The Nigerian Situation, World Educators Forum 3(1) 340-349. 

 

Azad, A., Crawford, E. & Kaila, H. (2018). Conflict and violence in Nigeria: Results from 

North East, North Central, and South South zones. Retrieved from 

www.nigerianstat.gov.ng/nada/index.php/catalog/55 

 

Bar-Tal, D. & Rosen, Y. (2009). Peace Education in societies involved in intractable conflicts: Direct 

and indirect models. Review of Educational research, 790 (2), 557-575. 

 

Beetseh, K & Akpoo T (2014) Good Governance and Credible Elections: A Panacea for Conflict 

Resolution in Nigeria Journal of Good Governance and Sustainable Development in Africa 

(JGGSDA) 2 (2) Pp. 146-151. 

 

Ben Porath, S.R. (2003). “War and Peace Education”. In Journal of Philosophy of Education. 37(3), 

525-534. 

 

Nwanshak Mary Bala and Kwaghga Beetseh 

 

http://www.review.upeace.org/index.cfm?opcion=0&ejemplar=24&entrada=127
http://www.nigerianstat.gov.ng/nada/index.php/catalog/55
http://rcmss.com/2014/JGGSDA-VOL2-No2/Complete%20e-copy%20of%20Journal%20of%20Good%20Governance%20and%20Sustainable%20Development%20in%20Africa%202(2)%20May%202014.pdf#page=152
http://rcmss.com/2014/JGGSDA-VOL2-No2/Complete%20e-copy%20of%20Journal%20of%20Good%20Governance%20and%20Sustainable%20Development%20in%20Africa%202(2)%20May%202014.pdf#page=152


7 
 

 

 

Nigerian Academic Forum, Volume 29 No 1, June, 2022. ISSN: 1596-3306 

Daku, N J Omaji A A & Erasmus E I (2020) The Imperative of Peace Education in Nigeria 

Development using Multi-Agency Approach. KIU Journal of Social Sciences 

283 6(3): 283–290 

Dimkpa, E. E. (2014). Promoting economic development of youths through peace 

education in Rivers State, Nigeria. World Educators Forum 3(1) 211-220. 

 

Ekpiwre, C.A. & Aliyu, G.A. (2014). Peace education as a tool for ethnic conflict resolution 

and national integration. Nigerian Journal of Sociology of Education, 8(1), 254 – 261. 

 

Eunice, C. U. and Zita, C. O. (2013). A catalogue of existing reforms and innovation in Nigeria 

education; Kano, West and Solomon publishing coy. Ltd. 

 

European Commission/EACEA/Eurydice. (2019). Key data on early childhood education and Care in 

Europe 2019 Edition. Eurydice Report. Luxembourg: Publications Office of the European 

Union. 

 

Hein, G. (1991). Constructivist learning theory. Proceedings of the International Committee of 

Museum Educators (CECA) conference on the museum and the needs of people. Jerusalem 

Israel, 15-22 October 1991. Available: http://web.mit.edu/jrising/groups/esg/learningl.txt 

[2015, November 19]. 

 

Ikechukwu, N. (2014). Planning and managing peace education in Nigeria. Lead paper presented at 

the Annual Conference of Association of Educational Planning and Administration, 

(NAEAP), Abuja, 2014. 

 

Kaitholi, G. (2009). Make Peace Your Target. Mumbai: Better Yourself Books.  

 

Kenny, R. F & Wirth, J. (2009). Implementing participatory, constructivist learning experiences 

through best practices in live interactive performance. The Journal of Effective Teaching. 

9(1): 34-47. Available: http://uncw.edu/cte/et/articles/vol9_1/kenny.pdf.  [2015, October 23]. 

 

Learning Peace (2006) Six Steps for resolving Conflicts. http://www/learningpeace.com 

 

Lutz, S. & Huitt, W. (2004). Connecting cognitive development and constructivism: Implications 

from theory for instruction and assessment. Constructivism in the Human Sciences. 9(1): 67-

90. Available: http://www.edpsycinteractive.org/papers/cogdev.pdf [2015, October 15]. 

 

Miall, H. (2006) Conflict Transformation: A Multi-Dimensional Task. Berg of Handbook of Conflict 

Transformation; www.bergof–centre.org 

 

Naboth H. A. N (2012) Peace Education and National Development: A Critical Appraisal. Journal of 

Economics and Sustainable Development. 3 (11), Pp.132-135. 

 

Obisike, I O & Nwauzi, L O. (2019) Peace Education and Sustainable Development in South South, 

Nigeria. African Research Review: An International Multidisciplinary Journal, Ethiopia. 13 

(4), Serial No 56,154-161 

 

Ogundele, O.M; Musa, J.M & Jimba, D.N (2015). Peace Education Programme in Nigeria 

Secondary Schools. Problems and Prospects. Educational Research International 4(2) 

Peace Education: A Panacea For Conflict Resolution In Nigeria 

 

http://www/learningpeace.com
http://www.bergof–centre.org/


8 
 

 

 

Nigerian Academic Forum, Volume 29 No 1, June, 2022. ISSN: 1596-3306 

 

Olusegun, O. O. (2014). Peace education: A means of attaining millennium development goals 

in Nigeria. Nigerian Journal of Sociology of Education, 8 (1), 112 – 118. 

 

Paul C. Obidike, Kalu Ebi Uma and Hyacinth, N. Aniagolu, (2016). “Peace education in Nigeria: 

imperative for conflicts resolution and Economic International Journal of Current Research, 8, 

(03), 28772-2877 

 

Semerci, C.  & Batdi, V. (2015). A meta –analysis of constructivist learning approach on learners‟ 

academic achievements, retention and attitudes. Journal of Education and Training Studies. 3 

(2): 171-180.  Doi: 10.11114/jets. v3i2.644 [2015, December 15]. 

 

 

  
 

 

   

 

 

 
 

Nwanshak Mary Bala and Kwaghga Beetseh 

 


